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“OPTIMISM DOESN’T 
MEAN THAT YOU ARE 

BLIND TO THE REALITY 
OF THE SITUATION. IT 

MEANS THAT YOU REMAIN 
MOTIVATED TO FIND A 

SOLUTION TO WHATEVER 
PROBLEMS ARISE.”

14TH DALAI LAMA 
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PHILANTHROPIA EDITORIAL

DENIS PITTET
PRESIDENT OF 
THE FOUNDATION

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

“The umbrella 
foundation provides 

access to a community 
where you can share 

and grow through 
philanthropy.”

An umbrella foundation associated with the Lombard Odier Group and a 
registered charity, Fondation Philanthropia has been helping its donors 
implement their philanthropic projects since 2008. We provide support to 
anyone who wishes to develop a philanthropic project in keeping with their 
traditions, desires and ambitions. The Foundation offers its donors a legal, 
financial and philanthropic framework for made-to-measure projects.

In 2024, the Foundation had the opportunity to create five new funds. 
One of these, the Franz E. and Radmila Muheim Fund for the Fight 
Against Torture, will enable us to significantly expand our activities in 
the field of human rights, thanks to the provisions made in the wills of by 
the founders some fifteen years ago. Following numerous discussions 
with them, we will be able to provide long-term, meticulous and attentive 
support for the activities of partners such as Amnesty International 
Switzerland, the Swiss Red Cross and the World Organisation Against 
Torture (OMCT).

Our donors also remain committed to the fight against cancer, the 
greatest health challenge of our time. According to the Union for 
International Cancer Control (UICC), nearly ten million people die from 
cancer every year. The fight against the disease involves prevention, 
early diagnosis, increasingly personalised treatments and palliative 
care.  To illustrate the results of our role as an intermediary, this report 
highlights the remarkable work of our beneficiaries in French-speaking 
Switzerland, Europe and worldwide.

However, our efforts to support donors would be nothing without 
concrete collaboration with our peers and the non-profit sector. 
A prime example of this is the co-financing of the Guide to Association 
Management, an initiative led by the Arcanum Foundation, which helps 
Swiss non-profit organisations to strengthen their capacity for action 
and their professionalism in areas as diverse as human resources 
management, financial management and project management. This 
guide is a valuable addition to the regular support our donors provide to 
the philanthropic sector.  
I would like to extend my thanks to them once again! 

As Nelson Mandela said, “We must use time wisely and forever realise 
that the time is always ripe to do right.”



“NINE-TENTHS 
OF OUR HAPPINESS 

DEPENDS UPON HEALTH 
ALONE. WITH HEALTH, 

EVERYTHING IS A SOURCE 
OF PLEASURE…”

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER
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PHILANTHROPIA TODAY

161 mn
in donations received*

92 mn
in grants awarded*

47
sheltered funds*

Fondation Philanthropia was created in response to the fact that 
many people were looking for a quick and easy solution to structure 
their philanthropic projects, without having to choose to create 
an independent grant-making foundation, a solution that is often 
time-consuming and costly, not to mention complex in terms of 
legal liability.

As an individual donor, a family or a group of friends, weighing up 
all the options can be overwhelming. The role of the Foundation’s 
advisory team is to discuss your aspirations and provide the necessary 
guidance, before connecting you with the right partners. Drawing 
on their expertise in advising donors who wish to make a significant 
contribution to a cause they hold dear, the advisory team is also 
Lombard Odier’s Philanthropy Services team. 



9

PHILANTHROPIA PHILANTHROPIA TODAY

5
thematic funds

>400
organisations supported*

5.9%
Average annual  

distribution rate over  
the past 10 years*

Tumor board of medical experts in French-speaking Switzerland

* Since the creation of the Foundation.
Amounts in Swiss francs.

Since the Foundation was established, many donors have wished to 
commit their financial resources to the fight against cancer. 

For more than 15 years, over a quarter of donor contributions have 
been allocated to this cause. 

The Foundation provides ongoing support for projects in the fields 
of medical research, support for people living with cancer and their 
carers, and advocacy for the fight against the disease. On pages 22 to 
27, we provide an update on some of the projects currently under way.



“Torture is a crime, 
always, everywhere, 
in all its forms.”

Robert Badinter
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PHILANTHROPIA STORIES 

A BEQUEST DEDICATED  
TO THE FIGHT AGAINST TORTURE

Torture is strictly prohibited under the United Nations Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (1984), but it continues to be practised in many countries. 

Torture and other forms of ill-treatment are illegal under 
international law, and the international community is united in its 
condemnation of them. However, whether in detention centres or 
elsewhere, these practices remain a reality.

Thanks to a bequest received from Mr. Franz E. Muheim and 
his wife, Radmila, in 2024, Fondation Philanthropia will be 
able to support non-governmental organisations committed 
to combating torture and supporting its victims for the next 
20 years. The couple had approached the Foundation some fifteen 
years prior to discuss the framework for a sheltered fund that would 
be activated upon their death and dedicated to this cause, which was 
close to their hearts. In their wills, they named the Foundation as heir 
and drew up the fund’s regulations in advance, defining precisely the 
scope of the fund’s activities and their philanthropic legacy. 

“I will never cease to be outraged, to the core of my 
being, by the brutal determination of human beings to 
humiliate other human beings, to inflict suffering on them 
that goes beyond what is imaginable. [...] Committing to 
the fight against torture is an indispensable, Sisyphean 
task, but we must not let ourselves be discouraged. As 
Robert Badinter powerfully stated, “Torture is a crime, 
always, everywhere, in all its forms. It is a crime against 
humanity that is made manifest in every person who is 
tortured.” 
Franz E. Muheim (2019), Traces d’un passant, Bière: 
Editions Cabédita, p. 135.

Franz Muheim attended secondary school in Bern 
and then studied humanities in Fribourg, Geneva and 
Paris (1952-1956). He joined the Federal Political 

Department in 1960 (renamed the Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs – FDFA in 1979) and, until 1971, 
carried out missions in Belgrade, Rabat and London. 
Muheim continued his career as department head 
within the Council of Europe (1971-1973), chief of the 
United Nations and International Organisations Section 
(1973-1978), first assistant to the Swiss ambassador 
in Washington (1978-1981), deputy director of the 
Political Directorate and head of Political Division I 
(Europe and North America) in Bern (1982-1984), head 
of the International Organisations Directorate of the 
FDFA (1984-1989) and lastly, ambassador in London 
(1989-1994). A Fellow of Harvard University (1981-1982) 
and Professor at the Bologna Centre of Johns Hopkins 
University (1995-1996), Muheim was also President of 
the Swiss Red Cross from 1996 to 2001.*

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading


“Jack, My Little Warrior”, Living with Sotos Syndrome,  
by Rachel Hughes, submitted to the 2020 EURORDIS  
Black Pearl Photo Award.
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PHILANTHROPIA STORIES 

The Foundation regularly engages 
in discussions with donors 
wishing to dedicate all or part of 
their inheritance to philanthropy, 
supported by a professional and 
efficient structure. Named as the heir 

to a bequest, Fondation Philanthropia guarantees the 
continuity of their philanthropic ambitions and the way in 
which they will be achieved.

Thanks to our privileged access to wealth planning 
experts, we are able to offer complete support to anyone 
wishing to make a bequest to Fondation Philanthropia, 
from drawing up the will to structuring the sheltered fund 
to be activated at the time of the donor’s death.

*Source: Brian Scherer, Sarah: “Franz Muheim”, in: Dictionnaire historique de la Suisse (DHS), version of 22.03.2021, translated from 
German. Online: https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/fr/articles/032125/2021-03-22/, consulted on 03.03.2025. hls-dhs-dss.ch

Dorgelesse Nguessan, a young woman from Cameroon, has finally been freed. After over four years of arbitrary detention for having 
participated in a protest, she is at last reunited with her son. Amnesty International and its Global Relief Programme intervened to secure 
her freedom.

https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/fr/articles/032125/2021-03-22/


“Managing a non-
profit requires from 
its leadership a full 
understanding of its 
interactions.”
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PHILANTHROPIA

PARTNERSHIP WITH  
THE ARCANUM FOUNDATION

STORIES 

Download the Guide

Active in the canton of Fribourg and in Africa, this Swiss grant-
making foundation is heavily involved in developing the capacity 
of its beneficiaries. It makes targeted investments in the processes 
and structures of its partners to improve the effectiveness of these 
organisations.

This approach is shared by Fondation Philanthropia. In 2024, the 
Foundation worked with a group of donor foundations to update and 
republish the Guide to Association Management.

Ten years ago, after noting that no comprehensive guide to 
managing a non-profit organisation existed in French, the Arcanum 
Foundation published a practical guide in 2015 designed to support 
people with responsibilities within associations or foundations 
in their valuable work. This practical manual for the day-to-day 
management of associations has since been revised and a fully up-
to-date version has been available since 2024.

Since June 2015, more than 100,000 people have downloaded 
the Guide. The current French version can be downloaded free of 
charge here.

https://arcanum-stiftung.ch/guide
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AsyLex





“LIFE CAN STILL BE  
CHANGED AT ANY TIME 

WITH A GREAT DEAL 
OF CARE AND KINDNESS.”

PHILIPPE JACCOTTET, L’ENCRE SERAIT DE L’OMBRE
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PHILANTHROPIA HOW TO GIVE

THE IMPACT OF EACH GRANT IS MULTIPLIED 

Fondation Philanthropia’s structure allows 
private donors to pool their funds with other 
donors to support projects that would have been 
inconceivable without being able to share the costs. 
The impact of each donation is thus multiplied.

Within these structures, donors can create their 
own personal space – or “sheltered fund” – which 
operates in a very independent manner, and 
benefits from the economies of scale produced 
by the umbrella structure. 

Philanthropia provides all the administrative, 
accounting and legal services required, so donors 
are free to focus exclusively on their philanthropic 
causes in full confidence.

Philanthropia can help you achieve 
your philanthropic ambitions with the 
added assurance of simplicity, security 
and tailored solutions that are precisely 
aligned with your objectives. 

YOU CAN CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO OPTIONS

THE ADVANTAGES 
OF OUR UMBRELLA FOUNDATION

HUMANITARIAN AND SOCIAL ACTION

MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

THEMATIC FUNDS

These funds are perfect if you want 
a swift and straightforward solution. 
They allow you to operate alongside other donors 
to support projects and organisations in one of the 
following five areas:

•	 Compliance 
In an increasingly complex legal environment, it is 
vital to ensure that the right procedures are followed 
and changes made.

•	 Choice 
The profile of the fund is adapted to the organisation’s 
needs (long-term funds or funds with disposable 
capital, regular donations or bequests, etc.).

•	 Flexibility 
To accommodate an existing project or support a 
new one.

•	 Network 
Access to a network of donors and the sector’s 
trading platforms.

THE ADVANTAGES
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47

Donors have created 
their own fund within 

Fondation Philanthropia

SHELTERED FUNDS

These funds are the right solution if you have 
already identified the cause or project you wish 
to support. This option allows you to create 
your own fund, which then operates as a quasi-
independent entity within our umbrella structure. 
If you wish, you can involve your family and friends 
by forming a consultative committee to submit 
grant recommendations to the Board of Fondation 
Philanthropia. You can also work directly with our 
philanthropy advisers, who will help you define a 
grant strategy and select those projects that best 
suit you.

This option is also suited to existing foundations 
wishing to reduce their administrative overheads, 
while retaining a board that plays an active role 
in the grant-making process.

Forty-seven donors have already created their 
own personal fund within Fondation Philanthropia. 
Each of these funds is active in different areas, 
according to the sensitivities and preferences of 
each founding donor. 

IN FIGURES

Fondation Philanthropia is committed to selecting 
with you the most relevant projects to maximise 
the impact of your donation. 
For each project, we monitor every grant made and 
report to you on the results achieved.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

ART AND CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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PHILANTHROPIA BESPOKE ASSET MANAGEMENT

BESPOKE ASSET 
MANAGEMENT

Management of the Foundation’s capital 
providing all the necessary security 
guarantees for the fulfilment of our 
donors’ commitments.

Fondation Philanthropia makes substantial grants 
every year. Given the Foundation’s distribution 
policy, the low level of returns currently available 
and the volatility of financial markets in recent 
years, the Board of Trustees has decided to 
adopt a management policy based on a financial 
planning model aimed at providing long-term 
protection of assets. This policy divides assets 
into three distinct sub-funds on the basis of a 
forecast distribution time horizon. Each sub-fund 
has a specific investment strategy designed to 
achieve set targets for return on investment and 
risk management.

RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT CHARTER

In order to align the investment strategy more 
closely with the Foundation’s objectives and 
missions, the Board adopted a responsible 
investment charter aimed at generating financial 
returns while having a positive impact on society. 

The charter is based in particular on the Principles 
for Responsible Investment (PRI) initiative 
launched by investors in partnership with the 
United Nations Environment Programme Finance 
Initiative and the United Nations Global Compact. 
The management approach is based on negative 
selection criteria (exclusion of certain unethical 
sectors of activity), positive selection criteria 
(Environment, Social and Governance [ESG] 
ratings and controversy scores), and investments 
with a social and environmental impact.

CAPITAL FIXED RATE +
PERCENTAGE OF AVERAGE 

FUND ASSETS OVER THE YEAR

CHF <1 mn CHF 5,000.- /

from CHF 1 mn to <5 mn

CHF 3,500.-

+ 0.50%

from CHF 5 mn to <10 mn + 0.35%

from CHF 10 mn to <25 mn + 0.20%

over CHF 25 mn custom rate

COSTS

Philanthropia offers a competitive and advantageous cost structure. All administrative, accounting, legal and philanthropic 
costs, excluding asset management, are set at:
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PHILANTHROPIA BESPOKE ASSET MANAGEMENT

Our Board of Trustees guarantees that Fondation Philanthropia is correctly managed at all times. It takes particular care 
to ensure that its missions are fulfilled in compliance with all the provisions agreed with each of our donors.

Its members have complementary 
profiles and are all personally 
committed to the philanthropy sector. 
The Board meets each quarter to 
discuss current issues, analyse 
projects and approve decisions taken 
by the Foundation, ensuring that they 
are consistent with the intentions and 
wishes of our donors.

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

DENIS PITTET
PRESIDENT

PATRICK ODIER
MEMBER

ANNE-MARIE DE WECK
VICE PRESIDENT

DR MAXIMILIAN MARTIN
MEMBER

JEAN-MARIE HAINAUT
SECRETARY

LUC GIRAUD-GUIGUES
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE FOUNDATION



BEATING CANCER: 
PROGRESS IN SEVERAL 
AREAS





22

PHILANTHROPIA BEATING CANCER: PROGRESS IN SEVERAL AREAS 

THE CHALLENGE:

In 2022, there were an estimated 20 million new 
cases, and close to 10 million deaths from cancer. 
UICC is the largest international membership 
organisation focused on cancer, with a membership 
base of over 1150 organisations in 172 countries 
and territories and territories, including the 
world’s major cancer societies, treatment centres, 
hospitals, ministries of health, public health 
agencies and patient support groups. Through 
its flagship events, such as the bi-annual World 
Cancer Congress (WCC), day-to-day engagement 
with its members, and learning and development 
opportunities, UICC unites and supports the cancer 

community to reduce the burden and impact of 
cancer around the world. 

Seizing the opportunity of the digital evolution 
to amplify the value and reach of support, UICC 
has steadily increased the virtual engagement 
of its community via digital platforms, including 
to accompany in-person events, enhancing the 
experience of UICC’s online courses, and offering 
‘Virtual Dialogues’ to keep the community 
connected. The latter, introduced during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, have now become a regular 
virtual convening platform, bringing key topics 
in cancer to the attention of a wide audience 
and allowing individuals to regularly learn and 

KIRSTIE GRAHAM, DIRECTOR, CAPACITY BUILDING, UNION FOR INTERNATIONAL 
CANCER CONTROL 

What were the key achievement of 
the 2024 World Cancer Congress 
and why?  
 

The WCC is one of UICC’s flagship convening events, a 
bi-annual conference first launched in 1933. In its 2024 
edition in Geneva, the event welcomed 2,000 participants 
from 122 countries. The WCC brings together the full 
spectrum of the cancer community (academia, clinicians, 
policy-makers, private sector, advocates and those with 
lived experience of cancer), all committed to reducing 
the impact of cancer. One story that truly exemplifies 
the opportunity of collaboration, and the value of these 
convening platforms to drive change, is between the 
University Hospitals of Geneva (HUG) and the National 
Cancer Center of Mongolia. In 2022, the HUG was 
approached by a Mongolian delegation interested in a 
collaboration. At the Congress in 2024, they signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to facilitate knowledge 
exchange and internships, training doctors in advanced 
surgical techniques.

In concrete terms, how will the cancer control 
community worldwide benefit from your digital 
transformation?  
 
Over many years, UICC has been building the value of its 
flagship in-person events, ensuring they serve as effective 
opportunities and critical milestones for knowledge 
exchange and networking for the cancer community. 
UICC’s digital transformation seeks to complement these 
events, enabling continuous and autonomous access to 
the community throughout the year, further facilitating the 
sharing of expertise, training opportunities and resources, 
and bringing increased opportunities for learning, 
connection and collaboration.   
 
 
 
 
 

uicc.org

AMPLIFYING EFFORTS TO ADDRESS CANCER:  
THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION OF UICC 
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World Cancer Congress 2024, 
Geneva

share. Since their launch, UICC has reached close 
to 3,000 cancer professionals, engaged over 
1,000 organisations, across 70 sessions. However, 
a significant opportunity remains to move from 
ad-hoc and distinct engagement opportunities to a 
digital platform that supports comprehensive and 
continual access to the community.

THE IDEA:

The ambition was to create a virtual ecosystem for 
the global cancer community, enabling individuals 
and member organisations worldwide to connect to 
each other directly, share learning, and collaborate. 
This initiative represented a step change in the 
operational model of UICC, to exponentially 
amplify UICC’s impact and the value of UICC 
membership to organisations, democratising 
access to the network, learning and collaboration 
opportunities. Previously, requests for support or 
connections were facilitated but limited by the 
capacity of a small team based at UICC’s offices in 
Geneva, and the extent of staff networks.

THE RESULT:

UICC Connect was publicly launched as part of 
UICC’s 90-year anniversary celebrations in 2023 
and subsequently opened to all UICC members 
at the WCC, held in Geneva in September 2024. 
Since then, engagement with the platform has 
been growing, with over 200 new accounts created 
by end 2024, taking the total number of accounts 
to 700. At that time, approximately 270 member 
organisations had one or more staff signed up to 
the platform, with an average of 164 users logging-
in on a monthly basis. 

UICC is now investing significantly in extending 
the reach and utilisation of the platform by the 
cancer community, across all geographies and 
settings, to help ensure that the collective power of 
the community can be fully harnessed to save and 
improve the lives touched by cancer.
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THE CHALLENGE:

Cancer remains a major cause of death and a public 
health issue. Despite progress, current screening 
approaches have their limitations: moderate 
uptake, risks of false positives and insufficient 
primary prevention. A rapidly developing strategy 
is precision prevention, involving screening and 
personalised risk-reduction measures tailored to 
individual risk. Around 40% of cancers occur in 
people who could have been identified as being 
at increased risk a few years prior to diagnosis. 
Detecting these profiles makes it possible to act 
upstream and implement specific preventive 
measures, paving the way for a reduction in the risk 
of cancer, or at least of serious cancer.

THE IDEA:

Designed by Gustave Roussy, the world’s 
fourth-largest oncology centre, Interception is 
revolutionising cancer prevention. Already deployed 
in six French centres, the programme targets 
people at increased risk of cancer. The Gustave 
Roussy teams are working to develop innovative 
digital tools to democratise prevention and reduce 

GUSTAVE ROUSSY’S INTERCEPTION PROGRAMME: 
PREVENTING AND SCREENING FOR CANCER IN THOSE MOST 
AT RISK

the incidence of preventable cancers. Since June 
2024, the digital platform has been supporting 
people at risk at every stage of their treatment: data 
collection, algorithms, information and education, 
and long-term monitoring of their personalised 
recommendations. Using artificial intelligence and 
genetics, the aim is clear: to shift from late detection 
to active anticipation, to maximise the chances of 
avoiding the disease or treating it early, thereby 
changing the prognosis.

THE RESULT:

Since 2021, Interception has already allowed 
thousands of people identified as being at increased 
risk of cancer to benefit from personalised support. 
Thanks to the digital platform, an even wider 
audience will be able to access online assessments 
and tailored prevention programmes. This project 
marks a transformation of the cancer care model, 
moving from a reactive approach to a proactive 
strategy. The impact is tangible: cancers detected 
earlier, enhanced prevention and, ultimately, a 
significant improvement in survival rates and 
quality of life for patients.

BEATING CANCER: PROGRESS IN SEVERAL AREAS 
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Ultimately, what concrete impact 
will Interception have on people at 
risk of cancer? 
 

I am convinced that the future of the fight against 
cancer lies in prevention and screening tailored to each 
individual. By identifying people at increased risk at an 
early stage and offering them personalised treatment, 
we can change the courses of thousands of lives. In the 
long term, this approach will also relieve pressure on an 
already strained healthcare system. Our ambition is to 
make prevention a reflex accessible to everyone, using 
simple, high-performance digital tools. 
 

gustaveroussy.fr

Do you think it is possible to extend personalised 
prevention and screening to everyone and for all 
forms of cancer? 
 
Yes, because while certain forms of cancer already 
benefit from targeted preventive strategies, scientific 
and technological advances will enable us to extend 
this approach. Artificial intelligence, genetics and new 
screening methods are paving the way for personalised 
prevention for all, in addition to the essential prevention 
needed to protect all citizens from major health risks. 
This requires a collective commitment, appropriate 
resources and effective communication to encourage 
everyone to take responsibility for their own health. At a 
time when the rate of cancer, particularly among young 
adults, is rising steadily, it is crucial that we rise to this 
challenge together.

DR. SUZETTE DELALOGE, DIRECTOR OF THE INTERCEPTION PROGRAMME

BEATING CANCER: PROGRESS IN SEVERAL AREAS 
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THE CHALLENGE:

In Switzerland, more than one in five people 
develop cancer before the age of 70. As 
Switzerland prepares to face a veritable epidemic 
due to an ageing population and an increase in 
the number of cases among people under 50, it 
is vital to improve the way people are cared for, 
refine diagnostic methods and develop precision 
oncology.

Targeted therapies and immunotherapy offer new 
prospects for cancer patients, and represent a 
challenge for personalised oncology, as choosing 
the right therapy requires the analysis of an 
increasingly complex set of data. Transforming 
this raw data into knowledge that can predict 
which patients will respond to which treatments is 
a key challenge. 

THE IDEA: 

The Réseau Romand d’Oncologie (RRO – Oncology 
Network in French-speaking Switzerland) was 
created in 2014 as a joint initiative of the Geneva 
University Hospitals (HUG) and the Lausanne 
University Hospital (CHUV), with the aim of 
pooling the expertise and resources of public and 
private institutions in the Lake Geneva region to 
ensure more comprehensive and effective care for 
cancer patients. 

INTEGRATING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN PRECISION 
ONCOLOGY – THE RÉSEAU ROMAND D’ONCOLOGIE

One of the cornerstones of this network is the 
possibility of presenting patient files to a Molecular 
Tumor Board, a multidisciplinary symposium 
attended by experts from several disciplines. Since 
2017, more than 4,000 people have been treated by 
the Réseau Romand d’Oncologie.

THE RESULT: 

The RRO has developed a high-performance 
infrastructure incorporating artificial intelligence 
to offer customised immunotherapies to cancer 
patients. In particular, the use of new technologies 
enables the development of complex biomarkers 
and the introduction of extended RNA* and DNA** 
analysis in a clinical context. 

Thanks to the Molecular Tumor Board and recent 
developments in data analysis, the CHUV has 
been able to initiate several clinical trials based on 
patients’ genomic profiles.

*	 Ribonucleic acid essential for transporting genetic messages and synthesising proteins.
**	Deoxyribonucleic acid found in the nucleus of living cells, an essential component of chromosomes and the carrier of genetic 

characteristics.
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Tumor board of medical 
experts in French-speaking 

Switzerland

What are the advantages of calling 
on experts from several disciplines 
to select cutting-edge treatments?  
 

The Réseau Romand d’Oncologie is a valuable resource 
for any oncologist responsible for people living with 
cancer. The RRO offers a unique platform for discussion 
and interpretation of complex molecular data to facilitate 
the therapeutic management of patients. It makes it 
possible to offer them cutting-edge therapeutic solutions, 
while respecting the close relationship they have with 
their GP. 

It’s a real team effort, with specialists – oncologists, 
pathologists, bioinformaticians, geneticists – working hand 
in hand to offer personalised medicine to each patient. 

 
 

What long-term benefits can we expect  
from the use of artificial intelligence (AI)  
in oncology? 
 
 
Oncology, particularly molecular oncology, is becoming 
increasingly complex with the emergence of new 
analytical tools that generate a phenomenal amount 
of information for each individual. This biological 
resolution, combined with precise clinical data, will 
allow AI to develop personalised predictive models for 
each individual. In the future, the development of new 
approaches for clinical studies will be based on AI, with 
the hope that the clinical research process based on 
numerous failures will be replaced by more efficient 
and highly personalised development. This will not only 
increase the benefits for patients, but also reduce the 
cost of developing new drugs. 

www.chuv.ch      www.hug.ch

DR. KRISZTIAN HOMICSKO, CLINICAL HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL ONCOLOGY 
AND HEAD OF THE MOLECULAR TUMOUR BOARD AT THE CHUV.





PROJECTS 
SUPPORTED 
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS *

EDUCATION 
AND TRAINING

GREECE
METADRASI

Scholarship granted to a refugee 
accompanied by this Greek NGO 
dedicated to helping migrants.

* Non-exhaustive list

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
GEORGES MALAIKA 
FOUNDATION

Project providing education for girls 
in the Kalubeka region, Katanga, 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The organisation also provides a 
community centre so that adults can 
benefit from certain types of training 
and come together in a positive 
environment.

SWITZERLAND
VEREIN LIGHT FOR ALL

Purchases to support the activities 
of the Egyptian organisation “Little 
Flock”. The equipment will be used 
in an educational centre for disabled 
children from disadvantaged 
backgrounds in Bani Mazar, 
Upper Egypt.
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS

CAMBODIA
AGIR POUR LE CAMBODGE 
(APLC) – SALA BAÏ

Scholarship funding for hotel 
management school students 
in Siem Riep

UNITED KINGDOM
BROCKWOOD 
PARK SCHOOL

Support for the scholarship 
programme at the school, a member 
of the Krishnamurti school network.

SWITZERLAND
MARC BIRKIGT 
SCHOLARSHIP - UNIVERSITY 
OF APPLIED SCIENCES AND 
ARTS, GENEVA (HEPIA)

Distribution of a scholarship to an 
engineering student at the University 
of Applied Sciences and Arts, Geneva 
(HEPIA).

SWITZERLAND
EHL FOUNDATION 
FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND HONORARY LOANS
Four-year contribution (2022-2025) 
to the scholarship fund of the EHL 
Hospitality Business School, founded 
in 1893 as the Ecole Hôtelière de 
Lausanne.
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS

MEDICAL AND 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

INTERNATIONAL
RARE DISEASES 
INTERNATIONAL

Support for the development of the 
advocacy work carried out by the 
rare disease umbrella organisation 
(in partnership with the Fondation de 
Luxembourg).

SWITZERLAND
PARKINSON SUISSE

Support provided by the 
Gustaaf Hamburger Fund for the 
publication of the quarterly magazine 
and the association’s solidarity fund.

SWITZERLAND
FONDATION EGON NAEF

The E. Naef Foundation for in-vitro 
research supports scientists who 
develop efficient substitutes to 
animal experiment. A two-year 
partnership with the Carlo Fund 
of Philanthropia provides a prize 
for researchers with demonstrated 
breakthrough in this field.
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS

SWITZERLAND
FONDATION OTIUM

Support for the installation of a care 
centre in Geneva, which aims to 
provide practical and psychological 
support to patients living with cancer 
and their families, while ensuring 
their physical well-being in a warm 
and welcoming environment.

SWITZERLAND
RESEAU ROMAND 
D’ONCOLOGIE (CHUV, HUG)

Renewed support provided to the 
care network in French-speaking 
Switzerland through the integration 
of artificial intelligence for 
precision oncology.

FRANCE
GUSTAVE ROUSSY

Support for the oncology fellowship 
programme and the Interception 
programme (2022-2024), an 
interactive digital platform to support 
an innovative cancer prevention 
model.
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS

HUMANITARIAN AND 
SOCIAL ACTION

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION PROVIDE  
THE SLIDE

Support provided via the 
Smile Wave Fund for an initiative to 
collect second-hand surfboards for 
use by clubs in Western Africa.

SWITZERLAND
CIVITAS MAXIMA

General support for the NGO that 
facilitates the documentation of 
international crimes and seeks 
reparations on behalf of victims who 
are unable to assert their rights.

SWITZERLAND
SWISS FOUNDATION 
IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS WATCH
Unrestricted support for the human 
rights advocacy organisation.
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS

VIETNAM
BLUE DRAGON CHILDREN’S 
FOUNDATION

Pilot programme providing psycho-
social care for abused children.

SOUTH AFRICA
SURFERS NOT STREET 
CHILDREN

Organisation for street children 
in Durban, founded by a social 
worker. Receives support from 
the Smile Wave Fund to improve 
conditions and equipment in the 
organisation’s welcome centre.

SWITZERLAND
SOS MEDITERRANEE

General support for the organisation, 
which rescues migrants stranded 
at sea.

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION ASYLEX

General support for the provision 
of legal aid for asylum seekers 
in Switzerland.

THAILAND
LABOUR PROTECTION 
NETWORK

Unrestricted support from the Smile 
Wave Fund to an NGO that defends 
the rights of sea workers and fights 
against the enslavement of fishermen 
by industrial fleets in South-East Asia. 
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

UNITED KINGDOM / ITALY
BLUE MARINE FOUNDATION

INTERNATIONAL
BLOOM ASSOCIATION

Support from the Smile Wave Fund 
for a project to protect monk seals in 
the islands of the Tuscan Archipelago 
National Park.

Joint support via the Smile Wave 
Fund and The Wishful Squid 
to strengthen the organisation’s 
team active at the European and 
international levels in campaigning 
against illegal fishing and overfishing.

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION DE 
SAUVEGARDE DU LÉMAN

General support to protect the 
ecological balance of Lake Geneva.
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS

SWITZERLAND  
•	 FONDATION  

FRANZ WEBER
•	 PRO NATURA SUISSE
•	 PROTECTION SUISSE 

DES ANIMAUX
•	 WWF SUISSE

These organisations have received 
non-earmarked support from the 
Klara Jucker-Kurt Fund.

INTERNATIONAL
WWF INTERNATIONAL

Support in establishing the 
International Rangers Coalition, a 
network of national park rangers, over 
two years (2023-2024). 
Capacity-building support for rangers 
in Nam Poui National Park, Laos.

ITALY
SEA SHEPHERD 
ITALIA ONLUS

Support via the Smile Wave Fund to 
promote advocacy work and establish 
a marine protected area around the 
Aeolian Islands.

UNITED STATES
SEALEGACY FOUNDATION

Support for an organisation that works 
with environmental photographers and 
documentary filmmakers to produce 
communication and awareness-
raising tools, focusing on the survival 
of the oceans.
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ART AND 
CULTURE

SWITZERLAND
CRANS-MONTANA  
CLASSICS

Support for the classical 
music festival.

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION DES AMIS 
DU VERBIER FESTIVAL

General support for the music festival 
and musicians.

SWITZERLAND
CONSERVATORIO DELLA 
SVIZZERA ITALIANA 
FONDAZIONE

Pilot programme run by the cantonal 
music conservatory in Ticino, aimed at 
organising social inclusion workshops 
during the summer for children with 
cognitive and motor developmental 
delays.



A WORD OF THANKS

Our aim in this report was to highlight the work 
done directly in the field by our partners. We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank them sincerely 
for the quality of their work and their projects.

Our donors are thus able to fully quantify the 
impact of their generosity, which has contributed to 
changing the fate of humankind all over the world.

We cannot consider unsolicited funding 
requests from associations. Thank you for your 
understanding.

Since the mission of Fondation Philanthropia is to 
serve the philanthropic ambitions of its donors, 
we adopt a purely proactive approach to identify 
projects that meet their personal interest areas.

REGISTERED OFFICE
Fondation Philanthropia
11, rue de la Corraterie
CH - 1204 Geneva 
+41 22 709 99 40

AUDITORS
ECHO SA
8b, rue des Vieux-Grenadiers
CH - 1211 Geneva 11

ADMINISTRATIVE, ACCOUNTING, LEGAL 
AND PHILANTHROPIC ADVISORY SERVICES
LO Patrimonia SA
33, rue des Bains
CH- 1205 Geneva

OVERSIGHT
Federal foundation oversight authority, Bern

BANK DETAILS
Bank Lombard Odier & Co Ltd
IBAN : CH89 0876 0000 0600 0000 0

For more information, please contact us at:
contact@fondationphilanthropia.org 

www.fondationphilanthropia.org

A WORD OF THANKSPHILANTHROPIA
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